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“The Messiah, the Savior of the World, is the Son of David.” 

And when thy days be fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, ... I will set up thy Seed after thee, ... which shall proceed out of thy bowels, ... and  I will establish His kingdom ... .

II Samuel 7:12.

Introduction.


Here, in this passage from II Samuel 7, David and, indeed, all of us, all men, learn that the Savior of the world, the Messiah
, is the Son of David.  The whole world is quite familiar with the idea theat the Messiah is the Son of David.
  But we are not familiar with from whence that idea came.  It seems to be just assumed.  But the fact is it comes from this passage in II Samuel 7:12.


The Lord informs David that his Seed, i.e., his Child, shall establish God’s Kingdom forever.  This expression of a Seed, i.e., a Child, is not new but stems from the Garden of Eden.  Therein God said He would redeem men and save them from their sin by crushing the head of the serpent, i.e., the devil, through the Seed, i.e., the Child, of the woman.  This Seed or Child would descend through Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and now David.
  The significance of this revelation that the Messiah and Savior of the world would be David’s Son is reflected in David’s reaction, wherein he is nearly struck dumb by it because of its greatness.


David’s Seed, the Son of David, would be born, live, die, and rise from the dead, in order to redeem men from their sins and give unto men life eternal and the resurrection of the body on the Last Day when Christ returns again in glory.


The Messiah, the Savior of the world, of all men, is the Son of David.

I.  Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of David and the Promised Seed of the Woman who would Destroy the Works of the Devil.
A.  Jesus of Nazareth is the Promised Seed of the Woman.

The significance of this revelation of the prophet Nathan was not lost on David.  After hearing the revelation, David was nearly dumbstruck.  In II Samuel 7 we read:

According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.  Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?  And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to come.  [And this is the teaching of the Man who is the LORD God].


David is at the peak of his worldly power
, one of the most powerful rulers in all of human history; for no nation was ever more powerful than Israel because its Head was the Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  What, then, more could David receive that would surpass such worldly status?  The surpassing blessing was the Gift that his Son would be the Messiah, the Savior of the world, the long-promised Seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent who had led men into sin and death by his false doctrine.


This Promise originated in the Garden of Eden after the fall of Adam into sin.  Moses writes of the Seed of the Woman who would crush the head of the serpent for men:

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman and between thy seed and her Seed; [He] shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.


The lineage of this Seed of the woman continued through Noah
 by his son Shem.  Moses writes:

And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Shem ... .


From Shem the Messiah descended through Abraham.  Moses writes:

... in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.


From Abraham the Messiah descends through Abraham’s son Isaac.  Moses writes:

... in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.


From Isaac the Messiah descends from Jacob through Jacob’s son Judah.  Moses writes:

The scepter shall not depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh
 come; and unto Him shall the gathering of the people be.


From Judah the Messiah would descend through David via the Virgin St. Mary.
  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And she [the Virgin St. Mary] shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus:  for he shall save his people from their sins.


Jesus of Nazareth, born of the Virgin St. Mary, is the long-awaited Promised Seed of the Woman, the Savior of the world, the Messiah.

B.  Jesus of Nazareth is the Promised Seed of the Woman who would Crush the head of the serpent by His Passion.


From this overview of the Old Testament Promise of Christ, we can see that the people of Israel focused a great deal up this Promised Child because He is the Savior of them and of all men.  Luther writes:

This first comfort, this source of all mercy and fountainhead of all promises, our first parents and their descendants learned with the utmost care.  They saw that without this promise procreation would indeed continue to go on among people as well as among the other living beings, but that it would be nothing else than a procreation to death.  And so that gift which was given by God to our nature is here made greater, nay, even made sacred; for there is hope of a procreation through which the head of Satan would be crushed, not only to break his tyranny but also to gain eternal life for our nature, which was surrendered to death because of sin.  For here Moses is no longer dealing with a natural serpent; he is speaking of the devil, whose head is death and sin.  And so Christ says in John 8:44 that the devil is a murderer and the father of lies.  Therefore when his power has been crushed, that is, when sin and death have been destroyed by Christ, what is there to prevent us children of God from being saved?  In this manner Adam and Eve understood this text.  Their consolation against sin and despair was their hope for this crushing, and which was to be brought about in the future through Christ.  And through the hope based on this promise they will also rise up to eternal life on the Last Day.


Moses records this First Proclamation of the Gospel in the Garden of Eden
:

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman and between thy seed and her Seed; [He] shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.


What enmity (strife)?  What conflict is there between the devil and Eve, his daughter through his evil seduction of false doctrine?  Well, there wasn’t any until God intervened and declared enmity, namely, God declared Eve righteous for Christ’s Sake, i.e., Eve’s Child, the Seed of the woman
, and lined Eve up on the side of righteousness and God.  So, here we see that Salvation rests not upon men’s pleas or prayers or works, indeed, Eve had fled God, had prayed God for nothing, and was expecting condemnation for her sin.  But God, purely out of His Mercy and Grace for Christ’s Sake, declares her an enemy of Satan and, therefore, holy and righteous and on God’s side against the devil for Christ’s Sake.  Luther writes of this passage:

Thus the sun of comfort, previously enveloped by black clouds, rises above the clouds and with its most welcome light shines on their frightened hearts. For Adam and Eve not only do not hear themselves cursed like the serpent; but they even hear themselves drawn up, as it were, in battle line against their condemned enemy, and this with the hope of help from the Son of God, the Seed of the woman. Forgiveness of sins and full reception into grace are here pointed out to Adam and Eve. Their guilt has been forgiven; they have been won back from death and have already been set free from hell and from those fears by which they were all but slain when God appeared.


Christ the Seed, Child, of the woman, crushed Satan’s head by discharging our obligations under the law for us.  We failed to keep God’s commandments.  Consequently, Christ interceded for us and suffered the consequences of our failure to keep God’s commandments for us.  That consequence was everlasting death.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is life eternal through Jesus Christ our Lord.


By Atoning for our sin of transgressing God’s commandments, Christ de-fanged Satan and destroyed his work, which work was to destroy the crown of God’s creation, man.  The Apostle St. John writes:

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning:  For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.


By His Passion, Christ Atoned for the sins of men and destroyed the works of the devil, crushing his head.

II.  The Gospel Liberates Men from Satan’s Tyranny and Ushers them into God’s Everlasting Kingdom.


A.  The Preaching of the Gospel Liberated Eve and all men from the devil’s tyranny.


The First Preaching of the Gospel in the Garden of Eden did not fall on deaf ears, but created believers in Adam and Eve.  For example, when Eve gave birth to Cain, she thought she had given birth to the Savior.  Moses writes:

And Adam knew Eve his wife:  and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man [who is the LORD].


Just as Eve, the mother of all men
, of all of us, believed that the Messiah would deliver her from all the vexations of the devil, so all of us likewise believe in Christ and His Works for us to save us from our sins.  While, indeed, Eve erred in the person, she had given birth to murderous Cain and not the Messiah, it’s clear where her faith lay.


Thus we see that the preaching of the Gospel in the Garden liberated not only Eve but all me of their sin against God, which separate all men from God, and subjects them to the tyranny of the devil now and forever.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

[Death] is the death of the soul, or “spiritual death,” i.e., the disruption of the communion of the soul with God.  Only by the communion with God, for which it was created, does the soul live – by cleaving to, believing, trusting, and loving God.  But sin breaks this communion abruptly.  The evil conscience cannot but flee from God.  Sin separates the soul from God inwardly, in his soul, to such an extent that he also fled from God outwardly when heard the voice of the Lord in the Garden.  And, as Luther remarks, when Adam fled from God “he was in the midst of death and hell” ... .  He was brought back from death and hell into spiritual life only by hearing and believing the Gospel of the Seed of the woman, only by having his good conscience restored.
  In his exposition of the words that the Seed of the woman should bruise the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15), Luther says:  “This text it was that restored Adam and Eve to life and raised them again from death to the life which they had lost by their sin” ... .  “This text is the absolution acquitting him and us all.  For this Seed is so strong that He crushes the head of the serpent, He also crushes all its power; so, then, the devil is conquered, and all damage which Adam suffered is repaired.  Adam enters again the estate in which he was before.”

B.  The Son of David gives to men life everlasting by His Passion.


Because Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of David, has crushed the head of the serpent by His Passion, He gives to men life eternal.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sins is death:  but the gift of God is life eternal through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

Conclusion.


The world’s Savior is David’s Son.
  David’s Son is both the Son of David and also the Eternal Son of God.  Thus we learn that the Savior is fully able to save because while true man He also is the Almighty everlasting God from eternity who is fully able and willing to save.


This King, this Son of David, Rules Graciously through His Word and Sacraments to forgive sins, save, give life eternal, and the resurrection of the body when He returns again in glory at the end of the age.  










Amen.


	�Text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, The Historical Books of the Old Testament:  Genesis to Esther, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 521.


	Concordia Publishing House captions II Samuel 7 in its 1905 edition of Luther’s German translation of the Bible: “David bekommt die Verheissuing des Messias ... . [David receives the Promise of the Messiah] Die Bibel oder die ganze Heilige Schrift Alten und Neuen Testaments, nach der deutschen Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luthers (The Bible or the Entire Holy Scripture, Old and New Testaments, according to the German Translation of Dr. Martin Luther), St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1905, p. 588, translation from the German in brackets is mine.


	�Messiah means “anointed one”.  “123.  Why is He called Christ?  He is called Christ, or the Messiah (as foretold in Old Testament prophecy), that is, the Anointed, because He has been anointed with the Holy Ghost without measure [to be our Prophet, Priest, and King.] ... ‘Christ is the official name of the Savior.  Christ (Greek), Messiah (Hebrew), Gesalbter (German), Anointed (English).  To be anointed signified that one had received an office and for this office the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Jesus did not become the Christ first at His Baptism, but was the Savior from His conception and birth (Luke 1:35; 2:11).  ‘Thy fellows’ are those holding the same office, as the priests, prophets, and kings of the Old Testament, who were also anointed.  ‘Above Thy fellows’ shows that Jesus received a greater, yea, the full measure of the Holy Ghost (285), and hence He is the Prophet, the Priest, the King above all others.”  A Short Explanation of Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, Edited by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States with Additional Notes For Students, Teachers, and Pastors, by Edward W. A. Koehler, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary, 1981, pp. 135, 136.


	�“While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of  Christ?  whose son is he?  They say unto him, The Son of David.  He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?  If David then call  him Lord, how is he his son?  And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.”  St. Matthew 22:41-46.


	�The parallel passage is I Chronicles 17:11:  “And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with they fathers, ... that I will raise up thy Seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish His kingdom.”  Text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, The Historical Books of the Old Testament:  Genesis to Esther, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 675.


	“‘This passage:  “I will be to Him a Father and He shall be to Me a Son” (Heb. 1:5) they [the papists] also have weakened as though they were teachers merely to weaken Scripture; for they say that the passage has two meanings, one referring to Solomon as a type of Christ, and the other to Christ.  If we permit that Scripture does not have one clear meaning, it will never avail in controversy. . . . Hence this passage is to be understood from 2 Sam. 7 and not from I Chron. 23, to refer to Christ; then its conclusion and proof are convincing.’  (Church Postil, Epistle Part.  Another Exposition of the Christmas Epistle, XII, 228, 230; SL XII, 169 ff.)”  Martin Luther, quoted in the Rev. Dr. C. F. W. Walther’s, The Evangelical Lutheran Church, The True Visible Church of God Upon Earth, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, rpr. 1987, Concordia Heritage Series, p. 77, amplification in brackets added.  


	�“Thus, in order to raise up Adam after the fall, God gave him this promise when he said to the serpent:  ‘I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her sed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel’ (Gen. 3:15).  In this word of promise Adam, together with his descendants, was carried as it were in God’s bosom, and by faith in it he was preserved, waiting patiently for the woman who should bruise the serpent’s head, as God had premised.  And in that faith and expectation he died, not knowing when or who she would be, yet never doubting that she would come.  For such a promise, being the truth of God, preserves ...  those who believe it and wait for it.  After this came another promise, made to Noah – to last until the time of Abraham – when a bow was set in the clouds as a sign of the covenant [Gen. 9:12-17], by faith in which Noah and his descendants found God gracious.  After that, he promised Abraham that all the nations should be blessed in his seed [Gen.22:18].  And this is Abraham’s bosom [Luke 16:22], into which his descendants have been received.  Then to Moses and the children of Israel [Deut. 18:18], especially to David [II Sam. 7:12-16], he gave the plainest promise of Christ, and thereby at last made clear what the promise to the men of old really was.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 36, p. 39.


	�“According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.  Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?  And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to come.  And is this the manner of man, [and this is the teaching of the Man who is the LORD God].”  II Samuel 7:17-19, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  The Hebrew for that last clause reads:  “wazeth [and this] torah [teaching] [is] hadam [the Man], adonay [the Lord] yahweh [LORD]”.  “This is the teaching of the Man who is the Lord God.  The Tretragrammaton [the Four Letters for God’s Name] is used of this Man.  Tetragrammaton means the four “tetra” letters “grammaton”.  God’s Name as it appears in the Hebrew is hwhy.  y = Y, h = H, w = W, and, finally, another h.  Hebrew reads from right to left so I started at the right with y when giving the transliteration into English.  The vowels of the Lord’s Name were omitted by the writers of the Old Testament.


	“From this passage [Jeremiah 23:6] we are eager to prove and demonstrate that it is necessary that the Branch of David, or the Messiah, to whom all concede this passage must be understood to refer, is true God.  For he says:  This His name by which men call Him, “Lord” and the tetragrammaton [YHWH] is used here which belongs to God alone.  Therefore we contend that Christ is true God who justifies because He has a name which is assigned to God alone.”  Luther’s Works, Vol. 6, p. 248, amplification in brackets added.


	�II Samuel 7:17-19, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  “Above all else David praises the grace that God revealed to him the future of his house, praising the wonderful ways of a Man, who is God the Lord, praises Christ, true man and God, through whom David’s house and kingdom are established forever, and he begs God that on the basis of this assurance he may deal with Him.”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Volume I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 255.


	“And this is the manner of man, O Lord God? literally, ‘And this is the law of the man, namely, Lord Jehovah.’  David not only understood that the Messianic prophecy was given to his family, that the eternal establishment of his house and kingdom, in the person of Messiah, was included in the prophecy which had come to him, but it was also clear to him that this singular descendant would, in His person combine two natures, the human and the divine.  Messiah, the true man, would at the same time be the Lord Jehovah.”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 522.


	�“... David stood at the peak of his power ... .”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Volume I, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 253.


	�Genesis 3:15.  The text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 9, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.


	�It is obvious that the Messiah descends from Noah because the rest of the human race was wiped out.  All men now are descendants of Noah.  “As founders of the new human race, Noah and his sons received the assurance of God’s blessings for the propagation of their kind.”  the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 21.  


	�Genesis 9:26.  The text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 23.  “The Lord Jehovah, the true, living God, was to be the God of Shem.  From the descendants of Shem the Lord chose the people to whom He entrusted His oracles, the Messianic prophecies.  From the descendants of Shem, from the children of Israel, the promised Seed of the woman, Jesus Christ the Savior, was born.”  ibid., p. 23.


	�Genesis 12:3.  “The blessing rather, as the repetitions and extensions show, chap, 18, 18; 22, 18; 26, 4, indicated that ... Abraham was to be a source of everlasting spiritual gifts and blessings through his seed, through one descendant in the great and blessed nation which would call him father, namely, through the Messiah, Jesus Christ, Acts 3, 25. 26; Gal. 3, 16.  The prophecy of the Seed of the woman, which had been narrowed down in a general way in the blessing upon Shem, was here given expressly to Abram and to his nation which was to descend from him.”  The text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 27.


	“... and in thy seed shall all the nations be blessed ... .”  Genesis 22:18. 


	�Genesis 26:4.  “... the descendants of Isaac according to the promise should also become the bearers of the Messianic hope, according to which all nations of the earth were to be blessed in that one Seed, in the Messiah.”  the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 58.  


	�“Luther evidently derives shiloh from the root shalah, meaning to be secure and at ease or rest, which in turn is related to the Hebrew greeting shalom, which corresponds to the Latin greeting salve, both meaning your health, peace, welfare, and prosperity.”  Luther’s Works, Vol. 45, p. 216, footnote 33.


	Even the liberal interpreters C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch concur with Luther based on Hebrew usage:  “It only remains therefore to follow Luther, and trace [Shiloh] from [shalah], to be quiet, to enjoy rest, security.”  Commentary on the Old Testament, C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Volume 1, The Pentateuch, Three Volumes in One, ... Genesis, Exodus 1-11, tr. James Martin, Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson Publishing, First Printing, February 1989, p. 394.


	�Genesis 49:10.  “This is one of the most remarkable and inspiring Messianic promises in the entire Old Testament.  The scepter is the mark of royal power, and the ruler’s staff, or the mace of teh chieftain, resting between his feet as he sat upright, likewise belonged to the insignia of authority and power.  The government, the princely power, was to remain in the hands of Judah, culminating finally in the reign of Shiloh, the Messiah, the Author and Source of true rest, the Prince of Peace, through whom all mankind should have peace with God by the acceptance of the justification earned by Him, Rom. 5, 1.  To Him the nations, His people, render obedience in faith and thus become partakers of all the blessings of His kingdom, here in time and hereafter in eternity.”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 108.


	�“However, because the evangelists did not write down those genealogies carelessly and because it is necessary that we have clear and certain testimonies that Jesus is the seed of David, I judge that the opinion of those is most simple and convenient who understand that Luke put together his genealogy of His mother Mary from David through Nathan, but that Matthew put together his genealogy of Joseph, her betrothed through Solomon.”  Martin Chemnitz, The Harmony of the Four Evangelists, ... Martin Chemnitz, Polycarp Leyser, John Gerhard, tr. Richard J. Dina, Malone, TX:  The Center for the Study of Lutheran Orthodoxy, 2009, p. 100.


	�St. Matthew 1:21, amplification in brackets added.


	�Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 1, p. 191.


	�For this reason it is called the Protevangelium, namely, the First Gospel.


	�Genesis 3:15.  The text is from the Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. I, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1923, p. 9, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.


	�This declaring men righteous for Christ’s Sake through His Word is called forensic justification.  “Justification is not a physical, but a forensic act. ... 13 ‘It is not a physical or medicinal act by which a righteous behavior or life is infused, but a juridical, or forensic, act, by which the unrighteous man is pronounced righteous.’  Apology:  ‘To be justified does not mean that a righteous man is made out of a wicked man, but to be pronounced righteous in a forensic sense’ (Trigl. 191, Art. III, 131).  ‘To justify’ is always used in Scripture in the forensic sense.  Morever, the actus forensis is clearly established in Rom. 3:28; as in all passages which exclude from justification the [works of the law], or all of mans own righteousness:  (‘Not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,” Phil. 3:9).’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 403.


	Forensic refers to the forum of the court of law.  Just as in a court of law men are declared innocent (righteous) or guilty through the word of the court, so God declares men righteous through His Word, the Gospel.  God’s Word speaks not formalities but realities and so a man is truly justified before God by His declaration through the Gospel.  “... even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as thoug they were.”  Romans 4:17.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 1, p. 190, underscore added.


	�Romans 6:23.


	�I John 3:8.


	�Genesis 3:15, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  Luther translated it as referring to the Messiah.  While the liberal interpreters Keil and Delitzsch admit that is correct according to the Hebrew text, they deny it because they don’t believe Eve had sense enough to understand that the Promised Seed was God Himself.  “So far as the grammar is concerned , the expression ’eth adon [LORD] might be rendered, as an apposition to ish [man], ‘a man the Lord’ (Luther), but the sense would not allow it.  For even if we could suppose the faith of Eve in the promised conqueror of the serpent to have been sufficiently alive for this, the promise of God has not given her the slightest reason to expect that the promised seed would be of divine nature, and might be Jehovah, so as to lead her to believe that she had given birth to Jehovah now.” C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, Volume I, The Pentateuch, Three Volumes in One, Peabody:  Hendrickson Publishing, First Printing, Febrary 1989,  p. 108.


	�“The name which Adam gives his wife is a very pleasing and delightful name.  For what is more precious, better, or more delightful than life?  ... Moreover, Adam adds the reason: ‘Because she is the mother of  all living.’  It is clear from this passage that after Adam had received the Holy Spirit, he had become marvelously enlightened, and that he believed and also understood the saying concerning the woman’s Seed who would crush the head of the serpent.”  Martin Luther,   Luther’s Works, Vol. I, p. 220.


	�Compare St. Peter’s remarks on Holy Baptism restoring a good conscience.  “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ... .”  I Peter 3:21, underscore added.  Holy Baptism, obviously, then, is the Gospel because it restores a good conscience toward God.  


	�Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, p. 535, amplification in brackets and underscore added.


	�Romans 6:23.


	�“Et puer, redemptor orbis ... .”  “And a Child, the Redeemer of the world.”  Lutheran Worship Hymnal Companion, The Commission on Worship, the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, Fred. L. Precht, copright 1992, p. 44.










